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JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON END OF LIFE CHOICES — FIRST REPORT — 
“MY LIFE, MY CHOICE: THE REPORT OF THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON 

END OF LIFE CHOICES” 
Government Response — Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.02 pm]: I rise to present for tabling the government’s 
response to the Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices report, “My Life, My Choice: The Report of the 
Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices.” Parliament established the Joint Select Committee on End of 
Life Choices to conduct an inquiry into the need for laws in Western Australia to allow citizens to make informed 
decisions regarding their own end-of-life choices. The committee handed down its report to both houses of 
Parliament in August 2018. The report has 24 recommendations that have been grouped into three distinct areas: 
advance care planning, including advance health directives; end-of-life and palliative care; and voluntary assisted 
dying. The government supports all the committee’s recommendations, noting that some instances require further 
work to confirm dependencies such as resourcing and implementation requirements. The committee’s end-of-life, 
palliative care and advance care planning recommendations are consistent with the government’s priorities as 
outlined in the “WA End-of-Life and Palliative Care Strategy 2018–2028”. 
The government strongly supports strengthening palliative care in WA. Implementation of all the committee’s 
recommendations will require system-wide consultation and engagement across the community. The government 
has already announced the appointment of an expert panel chaired by Mr Malcolm McCusker, QC, to advise in 
relation to legislation for voluntary assisted dying. That panel is shortly to commence its work and following its 
recommendations the government will introduce a bill into Parliament. 
WA Labor will allow members to exercise a conscience vote on voluntary assisted dying. In principle, I support 
voluntary assisted dying; however, it should be noted that this is my personal view and it is not a party political 
position. Any debate in Parliament about voluntary assisted dying for terminally ill people should be part of a wider 
community debate. I think there is a range of views out there and I would like the debate, as it goes through 
Parliament, to be respectful and understanding of all views. 
I now table our response to joint select committee’s report. 
[See paper 2077.] 
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